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4/3/1/3/3/1* Immunization Completion Rates, U.S. & 

Alaska, National Immunization Survey, 2003-2009

* 4/3/1/3/3/1     – 4 DTaP/ 3 polio/ 1 MMR/ 3 Hib/ 3 Hep B/ 1 Varicella

+

+ 4/3/1/0/3/1/4  – 2009 assessment  ADDS pneumococcal vaccine (“4”) & EXCLUDES Hib (“0”)

(vaccine shortage negatively impacted national coverage for Hib)
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Estimated Vaccine Coverage for Individual Antigens 

among Children Aged 19 – 35 Months, 

National Immunization Survey, U.S. & Alaska, 2009
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Estimated Coverage for Selected Vaccines Among

Children Aged 19-35 months, U.S. and 3 Alaska Boroughs, 

2007-2008 National Immunization Survey

Source:  MMWR Surveillance Summary, Vol. 60, No. 4, April 29,2011



Estimated Coverage for Selected Vaccines Among

Children Aged 19-35 months, U.S. and 3 Alaska Boroughs, 

2007-2008 National Immunization Survey

Source:  MMWR Surveillance Summary, Vol. 60, No. 4, April 29,2011



Reported Vaccine-Preventable Diseases,

Alaska, 20062010

Disease 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Diphtheria 0 0 0 0 0

Haemophilus influenzae invasive disease* 12 16 21 21 27

Hepatitis A 2 5 5 2 4

Hepatitis B 8 9 10 5 5

Measles 0 0 0 0 0

Meningococcal invasive disease* 4 3 8 6 1

Mumps 3 2 5 6 1

Pertussis 91 89 277 58 44

Pneumococcal invasive disease* -- 149 158 151 110

Polio 0 0 0 0 0

Rubella 0 0 1 0 0

Tetanus 0 0 0 0 0

Varicella -- 43 76 57 45

* Not all reported types/groups are vaccine-preventable



- March 21, 2008

It’s a sign of “The Times”

- March 29, 2009

- April 21, 2011





California

Exemptors were 35 times more likely to contract 

measles than were vaccinated persons…

Colorado

Exemptors were, on average, 22 times more likely 

to acquire measles and 6 times more likely to 

acquire pertussis than vaccinated children…

In children of day care and primary school age, in 

whom contact rates and susceptibility are higher, 

these risk were approximately 62-fold (measles) 

and 16-fold (pertussis) greater…



Current Immunization Requirements for

Alaska Kindergarten Students

Vaccine
# Doses 

Required *

DTaP 5

Polio 3

MMR 2

Hepatitis A 2

Hepatitis B 3

Varicella 2

* Exact number of doses may vary

depending upon child’s vaccine history







Percent of Alaska Kindergarten Students with a

Medical or Religious Exemption to >1 Required Vaccine,

SY 02-03 thru 09-10



Percent of Alaska Kindergarten Students with a 

Religious Exemption to >1 Required Vaccine,

Public & Private Schools, SY 08-09 and 09-10

Public Private

08-09 8,726 438

09-10 7,098 266





What is Public Health Doing

to Increase Coverage Rates?

• Established task force for systematic review

• Plans developed to:

- Strengthen partnerships with health care providers

- Survey parents to determine perceived barriers to 

immunizations

- Increase educational opportunities for providers 

and parents

- Use VacTrAK for development and publications of 

coverage rates for specific communities

• Review exemption procedures?



• Implement reminder/recall systems
- Remind parents/patients when vaccines due

- Call back for missed appointments

• Reduce missed opportunities to vaccinate
- Review record during EACH encounter

- Be knowledgeable about contraindications

• Maintain accurate and up-to-date records
- Enroll in VacTrAK & use as QA tool

• Educate concerned parents
- Discuss risks/benefits

- Provide good website information

• Establish environment in which entire clinic team

is committed to improving immunizations

Evidence-Based

Provider Interventions
Pediatrics, June 2010



Information Sources about

Vaccinating Children




